
Twists and Doubts 
In search of the origins of our Entwistle family 

by James Michael Fleming 
© 2020 

 

Introduction 
This research report outlines the outcomes from my research into the antecedents of my 5G-
grandmother Betty Entwistle (1764-1831). I managed to trace her Entwistle ancestors back 
another three generations. 
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What we know 
My 5G-grandparents Betty Entwistle and James Grime were married at St Peter’s Church in Bolton 
(Lancashire) on 9 May 17841. I outlined in my earlier research report on the Grime family origins 
(Layers of Grime) how I identified this record as relating to my family2. 

James and Betty had six children3, as follows: 

• John baptised 5 Dec 1784 at Haslingden (abode Bolton Parish); 

• William baptised 18 Aug 1786 at Haslingden (abode Edgworth); 

• Alice baptised 17 Aug 1788 at Haslingden; 

• Jane buried 5 June 1789 aged 2 weeks at Blackburn (abode Bent Gapp); 

• Mally baptised 18 Apr 1790 at Haslingden (abode Edgworth); and 

• James baptised 9 Oct 1796 at Haslingden (abode Bolton Parish) – my 4G-grandfather. 
 
Betty Grime died in January 1831 and was buried at St Ann’s Church, Turton4. The burial register 
records her age as 66 years, implying a birth year of 1765. Her husband James was buried in the 
same church 8 months later. 

Illustration 2: Burial record for Betty Grime nee Entwistle at St Ann's Church Turton, 17 Jan 1831 

Based on my earlier research report2, I concluded that Betty was the daughter of William and Alice 
Entwistle of Edgworth and had been baptised on 1 April 1764 at St Peter’s Church, Bolton le Moors5; 
the same church where she was married 20 years later. Her brother Henry (baptised on 16 March 
17666) was involved in the same crime for which Betty’s husband (James Grime the elder) and son 
(James Grime the younger) were convicted in 18197. 

 
Illustration 3: Baptism record for Batty Entwistle on 1 Apr 1764 at St Peter's Church, Bolton le Moors 

So, based on that knowledge, I started to search for records that could reveal more about Betty’s 
parents and earlier ancestors. 

Illustration 1: Marriage record for James Grime and Betty Entwistle, St Peter's Church (Bolton) 9 May 1784 
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Betty’s parents 
I had established that the parents of Betty and Henry Entwistle were William and Alice Entwistle.  I 
firstly wanted to find the marriage record for William and Alice, but I did not know when they were 
married. So, I decided to search for baptism records for all their children (in order to narrow down 
the likely date of the marriage). I started with the extensive baptism indexes provided by the 
Lancashire Online Parish Clerks8. These invaluable indexes enabled much of the subsequent research 
on this family that is described below. 
 

Betty Entwistle’s siblings 
A search for baptism records between 1762 and 1786 where the parents are William Entwistle and 
Alice finds 41 matches.  These 41 baptisms belong to several large and small families from across 
Lancashire. For example, I was able to identify the following families: 

1. Edgworth 1762 to 1788 = 12 children; 
2. Darwen (Lower Chapel) 1765 to 1770 = 4 children; 
3. Chorley (St Laurence) 1767 to 1779 = 6 children; 
4. Outwood (St Saviour, Ringley) 1773 to 1782 = 5 children; 
5. Halliwell and Little Bolton (St Peter’s, Bolton) 1773 to 1792 = 7 children. 

 
Those five families account for 33 of the 41 baptisms included in the index for this period. Betty and 
her brother Henry are two of the twelve children that belong to family number 1 of Edgworth. This is 
consistent with what we already knew about Betty and her husband James Grime the Elder – that 
they lived much of their life together at Edgworth; that they were living there when at least 3 of 
their 6 children were born; and that both were living there when they died in 1831. 
 
I had established in my earlier research report2 that Betty’s husband (James Grime the Elder) had 
originated in Musdenhead near Haslingden (about 9 miles from Edgworth). This implied that (since 
James came from elsewhere) Edgworth may have been Betty’s hometown. Now, the results of this 
research of the baptism indexes had provided evidence to corroborate that hypothesis.  
 
The twelve children of Betty’s parents (William and Alice) were8: 

1. Sarah - 26 Sep 1762 
2. Betty - 1 Apr 1764 
3. Henry – 16 Mar 1766 
4. Joseph – 3 Jan 1768 
5. Alice – 3 Nov 1771 
6. James – 30 Oct 1773 
7. Mary – 2 Oct 1775 
8. Jane – 10 Aug 1777 
9. Edmund – 1 Aug 1779 
10. William – 1 Jul 1781 
11. Ann – 12 Mar 1786 
12. John - 1 Mar 1788 

 

Marriage of William Entwistle and Alice Haslam 1762 
I searched Lancashire Online Parish Clerks around 1762 (when their eldest child was born) for 
records of a William Entwistle marrying an Alice near Edgworth. Between 1757 and 1764 there is 
only one matching record. 
 
There are two later marriages that I discounted. The first is a marriage to Alice Ellisson in April 1765 
at Blackburn (with banns read in the previous month). I am fairly sure that this is couple number 2 
from the list above (with four children baptised between 1765 and 1770 at Darwen). 
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The second discounted one is a marriage to Alice Allanson in May 1766 at Blackburn, but the banns 
are included in a separate 1766 record where her maiden name is spelled Ellisson. So, this seems to 
be the same couple as mentioned in the previous paragraph. 
 
Having thus eliminated the 1765/66 marriage(s) to Alice Ellisson (or Allanson), I concluded that the 
only remaining record must relate to Betty’s parents. William Entwisle (weaver) married Alice 
Haslam (spinster) by banns at St Peter’s Church Bolton on 15 June 17629. Their eldest daughter 
(Sarah) was baptised 14 weeks later at St James Church Haslingden. 
 

 
Illustration 4: Marriage record for William Entwisle and Alice Haslam at St Peter's Church Bolton on 15 June 

1762 

Burial record for Alice Entwistle 1791 
I started my twenty-year search period for William’s and Alice’s burial records from 1788 (when 
their youngest son John was baptised). In Alice’s case, there were 26 matches (across the whole of 
Lancashire8). Most of these are children and can be easily eliminated. 
 
The burial of Alice Entwisle, wife of William Entwisle, at Chorley on 21 April 1788 is likely to be the 
wife from couple 3 (who had 6 children baptised there between 1767 and 1779). The burial at St 
Peter’s Bolton on 28 Sep 1790 was for a woman who was 80 years old; too old to have given birth 
just 2 years earlier. 
 
It is therefore highly likely that our Alice Entwisle (nee Haslam) of Edgworth is the “wife of William 
Entwisle, weaver” who was buried at St Anne’s Church Turton on 7 Feb 179110. This church is 4 miles 
from Edgworth. She left behind three children under ten years old. Her daughter Alice was buried in 
the same church ten months later, aged 208. 
 

 
Illustration 5: Burial record for Alice Entwisle nee Haslam at St Anne's Church Turton on 7 February 1791 

Alice Haslam’s birth 
Alice’s children were born between 1762 and 1788, so it is likely that she was born between 1738 
and 1748. Nevertheless, I searched Lancashire Online Parish Clerks from 1728 to 1748. This found 9 
matches, but none of them seem likely. A similar search on Ancestry.com was also fruitless. 
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William Entwisle’s birth 1743 
I searched Lancashire Online Parish Clerks from 1727 to 1747 for a baptism record for William 
Entwisle. There were five matches: 

1. 1 May 1729 – William (weaver) and Anne of Unsworth (9 miles from Edgworth) = unlikely; 
2. 8 Feb 1739/40 – Ralph (weaver) & Mary of Bradshaw (4 miles) = possible; 
3. 14 May 1743 – William (farmer) and Sarah of Edgworth = very possible; 
4. 6 Apr 1746 – Ralph and Ann of Entwistle (2 miles) = quite possible; 
5. 5 Nov 1746 – Ralph (weaver) and Susannah of Musdenhead – intriguing. 

 
There is no evidence that the Entwistle family used the 
naming convention in choosing names for their children. 
Nevertheless, certain Christian names do recur 
frequently in subsequent generations (see table). Re-
used names include James, John and William (for males) 
and Alice, Ann and Jane (for girls). 
 
I have not found any members of our Entwistle branch 
with the name Ralph (even though it is common in other 
Entwistle branches). Nor is there a Susannah. For that 
reason, I have discounted baptism number 5 of 
Musdenhead (even though William’s daughter Betty 
married James Grime who was born at Musdenhead). I 
discounted baptisms 2 and 4 for the same reason. That 
narrows it down to 1 and 3. 
 
William and Alice Entwistle named children William, 

Sarah and Ann; so, baptisms number 1 and 3 are more 
likely on that basis. But baptism 1 is at the extreme 
end of the wide time span that I searched; and it 

relates to a family that lived at Unsworth, nine miles from Edgworth. 
 
For these reasons, I favour baptism number 3 as the most likely one for our William, but I 
acknowledge that the body of evidence supporting this hypothesis is not overwhelming (so far).  
Nevertheless, I subsequently discovered that the names of 1743 Edgeworth William’s siblings (see 
below) tended to provide additional weight to this hypothesis, because he used all of them in 
naming his own children. 1729 Unsworth William seems to have been an only child. 
 

 
Illustration 6: Baptism record for William Entwistle of Edgworth at St Peters Church Bolton le Moors on 14 

May 174311 

Burial record for William Entwistle 1827 
We know from her 1791 burial record that William Entwistle survived his wife Alice. I conducted a 
similar twenty-year search (1791 to 1811) for his burial record. The indexes of Lancashire Online 
Parish Clerks find 32 matches. Five of these were from Edgworth. Four were described as “son of …” 
which normally indicates the burial of a child. The remaining one was buried on 10 December 1795 
at St Anne’s Church Turton but was described as a Yeoman. Now, our William Entwistle had always 
previously been recorded as a weaver, so this record is probably not him. 
 
 
 

Child 

name

William & 

Alice

Betty & 

James

Henry & 

Martha

Edmund 1779

Henry 1766 Harry 1795

James 1773 1796 1789 & 93

John 1788 1784 1799

Joseph 1768

William 1781 1786 1791

Alice 1771 1788 1787

Ann 1786 1797

Betty 1764

Jane 1777 1789

Mary 1775

Mally 1790

Martha 1804

Sarah 1762

Table 1: Christian names known to be used in 
our Entwistle family between 1762 and 1804 
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I found his likely burial record among the matches when I searched Ancestry.com for his baptism! It 
seems quite likely that he is the 84-year-old William Entwistle from Edgworth who was buried at St 
Anne’s Church Turton on 28 March 182712. 

 
Illustration 7: Burial record for William Entwistle at St Anne's Church Turton on 28 March 1827 

Betty’s Entwistle grandparents 
If we accept my hypothesis that Betty Enwistle’s father William was baptised at Bolton le Moors on 
14 May 1743, then his parents were William Entwistle and Sarah. Before searching for their marriage 
record, I searched for baptism records for their other children. 
 

Siblings of 1743 William Entwistle 
A search of Lancashire Online Parish Clerks for children of William Entwistle and Sarah between 1737 
and 1757 finds five children who were all baptised at St Peter’s Church Bolton le Moors8. Their 
parents lived at Edgworth. There were no others baptised earlier or later. These children were: 

1. Alice – 21 Jun 1738 
2. William – 14 May 1743 
3. Henry – 21 Jul 1745 
4. Edmund – 23 Feb 1752 
5. Joseph – 10 Apr 1756. 

 
It is notable that William later named one of his children after each of these siblings (see previous 
page), thus lending support to my hypothesis that he was baptised on 14 May 1743. 
 

Marriage of William Entwistle and Sarah Knowles 1734/5 
A search on Lancashire Online Parish Clerks for the marriage of a William Entwistle to a Sarah 
between 1722 and 1742 finds just one match. So, it is likely that William Entwistle married Sarah 
Knowles at St Mary the Virgin church at Deane on 20 February 1734/513. Deane is 7 miles from 
Edgworth. Note that this record is written in Latin, so William is recorded as Gulielmus. His surname 
is written as Entwi∫le (where ∫ is the old form of s). 
 

 
Illustration 8: Marriage record of William Entwistle and Sarah Knowles at Deane on 20 Feb 1734/5 
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Burial of Sarah Entwistle 1791 
I searched on Lancashire Online Parish Clerks for the twenty years after the baptism of their last child 
for a burial record for Sarah Entwistle nee Knowles. It was not there. So, I extended the search for 
another 20 years. There are 19 matches, but only one matches the known facts about Sarah. Her 
burial record14 at St Anne’s church Turton on 21 April 1791 gives her abode as Edgworth and her 
status as widow. Her daughter-in-law (Alice Entwistle nee Haslam) had been buried in the same 
church just ten weeks earlier (see Illustration 5 above). 

 
Illustration 9: Burial record for Sarah Entwistle nee Knowles at St Anne's church Turton on 21 April 1791 

Burial of William Entwistle 1767 
Since his wife Sarah was described on her 1791 burial record as a widow, William Entwistle must 
have died between 1756 (when his last child was born) and 1791. A search on Lancashire Online 
Parish Clerks yields 44 matches. Restricting that search to just the church of St Anne at Turton 
(where his wife and daughter-in-law were both buried) reduces the number of matches by half. 
 
If we ignore the records that include the words “son of …” (which generally indicates the death of a 
child) we are left with: 

1. 20 Apr 1767 of Edgworth 
2. 13 Jun 1776 of Turton (Yeoman) 
3. 13 Nov 1788 of Tottington (weaver) 
4. 30 Dec 1789 of Edgworth (Yeoman) 

 
I would discount records 2 and 4 because our William was a weaver, not a yeoman. I would discount 
record 3 because he lived at Edgworth, not Tottington (albeit they are only 4 miles apart). So, the 
most likely burial record for William Entwistle is the 1767 one15. If this is the relevant one, his wife 
outlived him by 24 years. 

 
Illustration 10: Burial record for William Entwistle at St Peters church Bolton le Moors on 20 Apr 1767 

William Entwisle’s birth 1704 
William Entwistle had married Sarah Knowles in February 1734/5 and their children were born 
between 1738 and 1756 (see previous page). I searched on Lancashire Online Parish Clerks for a 
baptism record for a William Entwistle near Edgworth between and 1700 and 1720. There were 11 
matches and several of these lived in or near Edgworth: 

1. 20 Nov 1701 to Richard of Edgworth; 
2. 14 Dec 1701 to Richard of Edgworth (probably the same child as number 1); 
3. 2 Jul 1704 to William and Catherine of Quarlton (about 1 mile from Edgworth); 
4. 17 Sep 1704 to Ralph and Hannah of Harwood (4.3 miles); probably died 5 April 1711 
5. 17 Aug 1707 to John and Elizabeth of Haulgh (6.2 miles); 
6. 20 Jan 1708 to Thomas of Upper Darwen (5.2 miles); probably died 29 Jan 1708 
7. 6 Oct 1709 to William and Katherine of Harwood (4.3 miles); 
8. 23 Aug 1710 to John and Jane of Turton (4.1 miles); 
9. 25 Aug 1710 (no parents named), baptised at Tottington (3.5 miles); 
10. 22 Jul 1711 to William of Upper Darwen (5.2 miles); and 
11. 28 Nov 1711 to Ralph of Pollits (Rochdale) (13 miles). 
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William’s known children were named Alice, William, Henry, Edmund and Joseph. None of the 
possible baptism records features a father named Henry, Edmund or Joseph. Subsequent 
generations of our branch of the Entwistle family did not use the names Richard, Ralph or Thomas. 
None of the female names from the list above feature in subsequent generations of our branch of 
the Entwistle family either. So, based on unfamiliar family names, I tentatively ruled out baptisms 
numbered 1 & 2 (Richard); 4 & 11 (Ralph and Hannah); and 6 (Thomas). That leaves 3, 5, 7, 8, 9 and 
10. 
 
The name John did get used (in 1784, 1788 and 1799) but William and Sarah (who had four sons) did 
not use it; so I tentatively ruled out baptisms numbered 5 and 8. So, based on family names, 
baptisms numbered 3, 7, 9 and 10 are more likely than the others. 
 
Number 3 is the most likely of this group because the family lived much closer to Edgworth than the 
others (Tottington, Harwood and Upper Darwen). It is true that his mother’s name (Catherine) does 
not feature in subsequent generations of our Entwistle family, but that could be due to the fact that 
William and Sarah only had one daughter (whose name – Alice - may have come her mother’s 
family, the Knowles). 
 

 
Illustration 11: Probable baptism record for William Entwistle at St Peter's Church, Bolton le Moors on 2 Jul 

170416 

Sarah Knowles birth 
I searched Lancashire Online Parish Clerks for the birth of Sarah Knowles between 1700 and 1720. 
There were three matches, all from St Chad’s church Rochdale, 12 miles from Edgworth. Only the 
father’s names are given. There is insufficient evidence to choose any one of these over the others.  
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Entwistle pedigree chart 1700 - 1800 
This chart shows the parents and Entwistle grandparents 
of Betty Grime (nee Entwistle) and her siblings based on 
the research outcomes described so far.  
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Betty’s Entwistle great-grandparents 
Working on the hypothesis that 1704 William Entwistle of Quarlton is Betty’s grandfather, I moved 
onto a search for details of his parents, William and Catherine. 
 

Siblings of 1704 William Entwistle 
William’s parents (William and Catherine) had five children between 1700 and 17188, as follows: 

1. 1 Jul 1700 Elin (Edgworth) 
2. 2 Jul 1704 William (Quarlton) 
3. 8 Jan 1713/4 Richard (Edgworth) 
4. 11 Aug 1717 Ann (Turton) 
5. 25 Dec 1718 Jane (Edgeworth) 

 

Marriage of William Entwistle and Katherin Entwistle 1699 
I searched for the marriage record for William and Catherine between 1695 and 1705. There was 
only one match. William Entwistle married Katherin Entwistle at St Peter’s Church Bolton le Moors 
on 23 August 169917; both were from Quarlton (where their son William was born 5 years later). It is 
likely that Katherine was a distant cousin of her new husband. 
 

 
Illustration 12: Marriage record for William Entwistle and Katherine Entwistle at St Peter's Church, Bolton le 

Moors on 23 August 1699 

William Entwistle’s birth 1670 
I next searched for a baptism record for William Entwistle between 1664 and 1684. There were four 
matches8 but the parents of one of these lived at Quarlton (where William lived when he was 
married 24 years later). His parents were William and Ellin. 
 

 
Illustration 13: Likely baptism record for William Entwistle of Quarlton on 2 Nov 1670 at St Peter’s Church 

Bolton le Moors18                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Katheren Entwistle’s birth 1677 
A similar search between 1665 and 1685 for the baptism of Katherin Entwistle finds just one match. 
She was a daughter of Richard Entwistle of Edgworth19. 
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Illustration 14: Baptism record for Katheren Entwistle at St Peters Church Bolton le Moors on 7 Jun 1677 

Burial records for William and Katheren Entwistle  
A search of Lancashire Online Parish Clerks for William Entwistle burial records between 1718 (when 
his youngest child was born) and 1728 has 9 matches. One of these lived at Edgeworth and was 
buried at St Anne’s Church Turton on 1 December 1723. But it is more likely that the burial on 10 
April 1719 at St Peter’s Church Bolton le Moors20 is our William because he lived at Quarlton and he 
died just five months after his youngest child was born. That would explain why there were no 
further children. 
 

 
Illustration 15: Burial record for William Entwistle of Quarlton at St Peter’s Church Bolton le Moors on 10 

April 1719 

 His burial record indicates that he was buried "in templo", meaning inside the church. This was an 
exceedingly rare privilege reserved for highly respected citizens. 
 
The most likely record for Katheren’s burial was not until nearly 30 years later, on 16 December 
1758 in the same church21. If this is her, she had moved to Entwisle (about 2 miles away). 
 

 
Illustration 16: Burial record for Catherine Entwistle of Entwisle at St Peter’s Church Bolton le Moors on 16 

Dec 1758 

Betty’s Entwistle GG-grandparents 
I had now established that Betty Entwistle’s great grandparents may have been William and 
Catherine Entwistle of Quarlton. William’s parents were William and Ellin. Before looking for their 
marriage records, I sought out the baptism records for their children. 
 

Siblings of 1670 William Entwistle 
William and Ellin had three children8 born at Quarlton , all baptised at St Peter’s Church Bolton le 
Moors as follows: 

1. 30 Apr 1666 Thomas 
2. 27 Oct 1667 Ellin 
3. 7 Nov 1670 William 

 

Marriage of William Entwistle and Ellin Greenhalgh 
There is only one possible marriage record for William and Ellin. They were married in St Peter’s 
Church Bolton le Moors on 30 May 166522. Her maiden name was Greenhalgh. 
 
The record reads: 
William Entwi∫le of Edgworth      } now legally published in Boulton church, (w)ithout contravention & 
Ellin Greenehaulgh of Quarleton} now married at Boulton church by M Robert Harpur vicar thew may                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                   30 
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Illustration 17: Marriage record of William Entwistle and Ellin “Greenehaulgh” at St Peters Church Bolton le 

Moors on 30 May 1665 

Burial records for William and Ellin Entwistle 
A search of Lancashire Online Parish Clerks between 1670 (when her youngest child was born) and 
1690 located the burial record for Ellin Entwistle nee Greenhalgh on 2 August 167823. The note “wife 
of William” indicates that he survived her. 
 

 
Illustration 18: Burial record for Ellin Entwistle at St Peters Church Bolton le Moors on 2 Aug 1678 

A search of Lancashire Online Parish Clerks for William Entwistle burials between 1678 and 1808 
locates 12 matches, of which three lived at Edgworth. The first of these is the most likely record for 
this William Entwistle – on 8 Apr 170124. He was, like his son 18 years later, buried within the church 
(intra Ecclo.). This was a rare privilege and may indicate that he was a church warden or vestryman. 
 

 
Illustration 19: Burial record for William Entwistle at St Peter’s Church Bolton le Moors on 8 April 1701 

Baptisms 
There are several baptism records that could relate to Ellin Greenhalgh; and there are several that 
could relate to this William Entwistle. So, we have gone as far back as we can without further 
information. 
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Entwistle pedigree chart 1640 - 1750 
This chart shows the Entwistle grandparents of Betty Grime 
(William Entwistle and Sarah Knowles) and two previous 
generations – based on the research outcomes described above 
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Entwistle family timeline 1640 – 1840 
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Entwistle generations chart 
This chart summarises the four generations of Entwistles that preceded Betty Entwistle and her 
siblings. 
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Descendant List of William Entwistle ca 1670 
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