When Ann Holbrow died in Wollongong on
December 13, the district lost what might have
been its closest human link with the foundation

of Australta.

Mrs Ann Selina Hol-
brow (nee . Waples)
was the last surviving
grandchild of convict
guard George Waples
who arfived at the
Van Diemen's "Land
(Tasmania) penal set-
tlement om November
13, 1831, - .

Mr Waples became ane of
the first people to settle at
Bulli, thus implanting a
firm stepping stonc to - the
further settlement of the
South Coast.

According 1o unsubstan-
tiated family folklore, Mr
Waples was in charge of
the convicts during  con-
siruction of Dulli Pass.

Mrs Holhrow, aged 91,
was the last of 12 children
(seven bovs and five girls)
born 1o Sarah and John
Waples. )

She had an  enormous
love for music. This was
passed on to her nephew,
Wollongong  buand  leader
Mr Bill Jolliffe, who, as an
vight-year-old came to live
with her parents upon the
death of his maother.

According to Mr Jolli-
ffe, his musically
aunt only ever had the op-
portunily to play to g biz-
arre  audience,  namely
snakes,

The house in the shadow
of Mt Kembla was crawl-
ing with the crealures, he
once said.

You could see them slith-
ering about Juoking for a
cool place behind the hes-
sian lining the walls. When
she plived, some used o

talented .

Loss
severs

early
days
link

come out to see what all
the Tuss was about,

George Waples, the head
of what isx now a booming
dvnasty, was born in Nor-
thampionshire, England,
and came o Australia on
board the convict ship
Strathfieldsay. :

He later juined the
Kings Own 4th Regiment
as a private and was sta-
tioned at  Government
House as a servant 1o Cap-
tain Robert  Woestmacott,
who in lurn was aide-de-
camp to Governor Richard
Bourke,

Private Waples was mar-
ried to Amcha Carlisle at
St John’s Church of Eng-
iand, Parramatta on Sep-
tember 28, 1855, The nup-
tials were conducted by
none wother than the flog-
ging parson  himsell, the
Rev Samuel Marsden.

When the regiment sail-

ed for Madras, Iadia, in
1837, George bought his
freedom for $15.

He and his growing fam-
ily settled on a property
named “Woodlands,” Bulh
which was owned by Capt
Westmicott,

Aflter some 1ime on the
property, the family 1ook a
further step south and set-
tled a1 Berkeley and. later,
to some freehold property
at Mt Kembla.

George  and  Amelia
Waples had 12 children,
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Ameli'l Waples dicd
June 2, 1876, and was b
ied in the grounds of
Luke's Church  of  Er
land, Brownsville.

George Waples died
February 27, 1884,




